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he First World War was one of the greatest
calamities of the Twentieth Century.
Between August 1914 and November 1918,
41 million soldiers and civilians would be
killed or wounded during the fighting.
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It was the first Total War of the modern era,
with theatres of battle extending well beyond
the traditional definition of the battlefield.

New devastating weapons such as the Zeppelin,
and large artillery pieces, would harry civilians
as well as soldiers.

L]

Early propaganda of a ‘quick war” was quickly
eclipsed by mud, blood and disease as the
grim realities of modern Total War took hold.
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Map of Europe highlighting the alliance
system of the European Powers in 1915.
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Letter from James H. Stronge thanking brethren
for sponsoring a hospital bed in memory of his
late son who was killed in action in 1917.

Sir James H. Stronge, Grand Master of
the Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland.
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Margaret Ewart's appeal for support. She was the wife of
the English Grand yand appealed for O
to do their bit for the war effort. The Orange Standard.

Colonel Sir Archibald Douglas Maclnness Shaw D.S.0. Shaw joined the
Royal Scots Fusiliers in 1914 and was twice mentioned in dispatches.
Aiter the war he would become Grand Master of Scotland and Imperial
Grand Master of the Imperial Grand Orange Council of the World.

36th (Ulster) Division Recruitment Appeal printed Col. R. H. Wallace (centre) with Officers from the

by The Orange Standard in January 1916. 19th (Reserve) Battalion, 36th (Ulster) Division.




THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS ANNIVERSARY
WAS NOT FORGOTTEN... THE NOISE OF

PES &
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As a global organisation, the Orange Institution had a close
connection with Service and Sacrifice during World War I.
An estimated 200,000 would serve during the war. Many would
not return home.

Local folklore has it that Orangemen and members of the
public jostled with each other to be the first to enlist in
Derrygonnelly Orange Hall, such was the expectation that this
would be a quick war.

Given the importance of Orangeism to many who enlisted, the
Letter from Johnny Logan to hissister Margaret, July 1915. war witnessed the reintroduction of military warrants; largely

The letter was sent from the 36th (Ulster) Division training

camp at Seaford. Courtesy ofthe Campbell family under the jurisdiction of the Grand Orange Lodge of England.

Lodge meetings at training camps and on service provided a
welcome break from hostilities. It was this aspect of normality,
an opportunity to renew friendships and make new ones, that
saw the egalitarian and fraternal nature of Orangeism flourish
in some of the darkest theatres of the war.

Training camps sprang up across the British Isles and the Empire.
Thousands of Orangemen engaged in basic training in places
like Clandeboye, Newcastle and Finner; while Australians and
New Zealanders embarked for training in Egypt.

One of the main training camps for soldiers in Ulster was at
Clandeboye, near Bangor.

The annual Twelfth celebrations were not forgotten by
Orangemen during basic training. One NCO in the 9th Royal Irish
Fusiliers described the scene at Seaford, East Sussex, in July 1915;

“I may state that the great and glorious anniversary was
not forgotten. Shortly after 12 o’clock on Sunday night
there was the sound of the drums... and everybody looked
forward with pleasurable anticipation to the morning.
Before the men...were out of bed the noise of pipes and
drums could be heard all over the camp... All the huts
were decorated with loyal emblems; banners were here

Captain J.T. O'Neill of 17th Battalion, Royal Irish Rifles. O'Neill was WM of LOL No. -1 g 793
e e e and there to be seen - in short, we had a ‘little Twelfth”

Training Camp and died in the Royal Victoria Hospital on 10 October 1916.

Photograph of the English Grand Master and Grand Secretary
with O from the Ulster i Camp
in England. The Orange Standard, November 1915.
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GLOBAL
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ike other countries involved in the war, a patriotic fervour
descended across the Empire and Dominions, resulting
in a generation of young men enlisting in the military.

Families, friends, neighbours all responded to the cause of
Crown, Constitution and Democracy, creating a new kind of
army that capitalised on the close fraternal spirit of
organisations like the Orange Institution.

Many who joined together would die together. One example,
reflected many times over, was that of the Donaldson brothers
from Comber. James, John and Samuel Donaldson joined the
Ulster Division together and all advanced over the top on 1July
1916 at the Somme. Within hours all three had been killed.
They were members of Comber Old Standard LOL No. 567.

Samuel White, one of three brothers from Canada and member
of Aughrim Rose of Derry LOL No. 2159, served with the 36th
(Ulster) Division and was taken prisoner at the Battle of the
Somme. LOL No. 2159 actually had two sets of three brothers
serving at the front. Samuel White’s brothers, Joseph and David,
James Donaldson served with the Canadian Expeditionary Force and the North
Irish Horse, and John, James and Hugh Stitt served with the
15th and 16th Battalions of the Canadian Expeditionary Force.

Sergeant Walter Langley Baxter served in the 18th Battalion, 1ST AIF.
He was injured at Gallipoli, and died at Ypres, Belgium on 20th
September 1917, aged 24. He was a member of Annandale LOL No. 243.

L Colonel Robert y Mounted Police,
was determined to enlist and do his bit at the outbreak of war.
He was 66 years of age at the time of his enlistment!



Thomas Irwin and his

Samuel Fowles and his wife Eli

This Pocket Bible was given to John Marshall by
members of Military LOL No. 703, Rising Sons of
India. Marshall served with the Royal Irish Rifles
and was a prisoner of war from October 1914
until the end of the war.

Extract from a letter by Bro. Sales to
The Orange Standard in December 1914.




DRANGEMAN

GROSSED “NO MAN'S LAND'

| ORANGE SASH

Hugh Tanner was a member of LOL No. 693 and
served with the 109th Brigade of the Ulster
Division at the Battle of the Somme. Tanner and
his watch would survive the war with Hugh
becoming Manager/trainer of Distillery Football
Club and Northern Ireland, in the 1920s.

THE ORANGE STANDARD: 5TH MAY 1917
|

T

Line of gravestones in Martinsart Cemetery. These are unusual
inthat they are carved from sandstone rather than limestone.
Image courtesy of Chris Irwin.
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GALLIPOLY
DARDANELLES

r I 1 hat which began as a European war quickly spread
throughout the World.

Thousands enlisted from across the British Empire and soon
service personnel from Canada, Australia and New Zealand
were engaged in the fighting.

One of the most dramatic theatres for the war outside Europe,
was Turkey. The Ottoman Empire entered an alliance with the
Central Powers on 2 August 1914.

With mobile warfare on the western front becoming impossible,
due to the creation of trenches and fortifications, military and
political leaders sought alternative theatres of war. In 1915
British and French forces attempted to capture the Dardanelle
straits that led to the Black Sea, and force the Ottoman Empire
into retreat. The subsequent Naval attack on the Straits failed
and the accompanying landings of allied troops on the Gallipoli
peninsula met with stiff Turkish resistance.

It was in this campaign that thousands of Australian and New
Zealand soldiers would find their first bitter taste of war.

On 25 April 17,000 ANZAC troops, reinforced by British and
French units, landed on the Gallipoli coast. Early successes were
not capitalised on and failure to advance allowed the Turks to
bring up machine guns. The Allies were soon pinned down on
short tracts of land around Suvla bay, ‘Anzac Cove’ and Helles
bay. For 6 months the Allies battled bravely but by November
the High Command admitted defeat and started to evacuate

Respite for these soldiers was short lived as many were soon
redeployed to Palestine and Europe.

Trooper James Happer of the Canterbury Mounted Rifles. He and his
brother, Thomas, were both members of LOL No. 23 in New South
Wales and were deployed to Gallipoli. James died of his wounds on

19 May 1915 and his brother Thomas was killed in action on 6 June 1915.
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Bro. John. R. Dummigan receiving treatment in Queen's Hospital, Birmingham.
Originally from County Down, John joined the AIF in 1915 and was wounded during
fighting around Pozieres inJuly 1916. He was a member of Annandale LOL.

Captain Dr. E.A. Sanbrook (pictured left) joined the Army Medical Corps in 1915.
From Hurstille, New South Wales, he was wounded in 1916 while serving with the
6th Field Ambulance in France. He was a member of LOL No. 2 in Camperdown.
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New Zealand Prime Minister William Massey visiting
the Western Front. Image Courtesy of Mark Thompson
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HEROES

Robert Hill Hanna originally from Kilkeel and a member of
Aughnahoory LOL No. 343B and Ontario LOL No. 2226, was
awarded the VC for conspicuous bravery capturing an enemy
machine gun post during an action at Hill 70 near Lens on
21August 1917.

Graham Thomson Lyall originally from Manchester,
emigrated to Canada in 1912 but joined the 81st Battalion
of the CEF at the outbreak of war. He was awarded his VC
for bravely leading his men in several crucial actions during
the breach of the Hindenburg Line near Cambrai between
27 September and 1October 1918. He was a member of
Enniskillen LOL No. 720 in Ontario.

Walter Leigh Rayfield tried to enlist in the United States

at the outbreak of war but was refused. Eventually he
succeeded in joining the 7th Battalion. CEF, and was awarded
his VC for bravery and devotion under fire during the Battle
of Arras, 2 - 4 September 1918. His actions earned him the
nickname ‘Canada’s Sergeant York’. Part of his citation
reveals the courage of his action:

“He...rushed the section of trench from which the sniper
had been operating and so demoralised the enemy by
his coolness and daring that thirty others surrendered to
him. Again, regardless of his personal safety he left cover
under heavy machine gun fire and carried in a badly
wounded comrade.”

After the war, Rayfield was appointed the Sergeant at Arms
at the Ontario Legislature. He was Chaplain of Gideon’s
Chosen Few LOL No. 342.
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Newspaper extracts about the Foster brothers, ﬁnd was
originally from Rathfriland, County Down. during the War.
and Secretary

South Africa.

Extract from The Orange Standard
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AFRICA AND
[t WAR

O ne of the major causes of the Great War was the
competition between the European Powers to establish
empires. The establishment of colonies often became
contentious and created tension between European nations.

One such proxy battleground was Africa. Germany began
expanding its influence in parts of Africa and when war broke
out in Europe it was reflected across the African continent.

The first official shots of the war were fired in Togoland

(then a German protectorate), as soldiers from the Gold Coast
Regiment (Ghana) fired on German police. This took place on
7 August 1914, just three days after Great Britain had declared
war on Germany.

Soldiers from Africa would fight across the continent during
the War and see service in the Navy and the Western

front. Included in their ranks were many Orangemen.

John T. White (LOL No. 342) originally from Annalong,
enlisted in the 6th South African Infantry and was

Killed in Action on 12 February 1916.

Also, from County Down, were brothers Samuel and Matthew
Foster (LOL No. 20) who enlisted in the South African Infantry.
They had emigrated to South Africa and Rhodesia before the
war but quickly joined up to serve. In July 1916 their father,
Joseph made the journey to Balham Hospital, London, where
his son Matthew was recovering from wounds received at the
Somme. His visit was a sad one. Matthew informed him that
Samuel had been killed in action on 10 July. Samuel had been
mortally wounded by shellfire and had been carried back to
British lines by his brother. As they reached safety the dying
Samuel whispered, “Tell my father and all at home that | died
as an Irishman ought to die, and that | was prepared to go.”
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THE BANDS
WERE PLAYING

FROM ONE 0°CLOCK ON THE TWELFTH
MORNING AND SOME OF THEM HAD
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Extract from The Orange Standard (1916)

The Twelfth parade in Oshawa,
Ontario, July 1915.




Extract from The Tacoma Times, 12 April 1917.

RMS Lusitania. The liner was sunk by a German U-Boat on

7 May 1915. 1,198 people died as a consequence. Events like

this changed American public opinion about the war.
Wikimedia Commons

IS ENTRY
INTO WAR

he United States had initially resisted attempts to draw
it into the War but by 1917 such pressure was becoming
unavoidable.

President Woodrow Wilson had kept America firmly on the
side-lines of the European conflict in response to the general
political mood and the attitude of most American citizens.
Indeed, the imposition of the British and French blockade of
German ports angered some within America who argued that
Free Trade was being hampered. Events quickly began to
change public opinion.

To break the Allied stranglehold on their ports, the German
Navy began an unrestricted U-Boat campaign on shipping to
and from the British Isles. This quickly changed public opinion
and America entered the war in April 1917.

The New York Tribune reported that 150 Orangemen from
Manhattan had enlisted to serve in WWI, one of whom was
Thomas Armstrong. Sergeant Armstrong, of St. Mark’s Avenue,
Brooklyn, was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross

for saving the life of Captain Lenox C. Brennan during

fighting involving the 106th Infantry around Ypres in
September 1918. Armstrong carried the wounded

Brennan for 500 yards under enemy shell fire.

As with many other countries there were men from Ireland living
in the United States who quickly joined up to serve. Thomas
Kilpatrick from LOL No. 20 in Banbridge would see service as a
Sergeant in the United States Army, while Captain James Gregg,
a British Army Veterinary Surgeon from Royal York LOL No. 145,
would spend the war in the United States acquiring horses and
mules for war service.



Nursing Service Cards belonging

MEDIGAL
PROVISION

he war resulted in terrible death and destruction on all
sides. There was also an astonishing number of wounded,
as a consequence of battles and attacks on civilians.

Several nursing organisations existed prior to the war but these
were expanded and supplemented by new organisations. Queen
Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing Service expanded from
3,000 in 1914 to 23,000 by 1918. Other nursing units included the
Voluntary Aid Detachments (VAD), First Aid Nursing Yeomanry,
Territorial Force Nursing Service, the Women’s Hospital Corps
and the UVF Nursing Corp.

In the case of the UVF Nursing Corp this had been privately
established and equipped in Ulster during the Third Home Rule
Crisis. In addition to several units across the country, a number
of provisional UVF hospitals had been planned or established.
During the war these became hospitals or recuperation centres
for wounded soldiers.

Other Orangemen and women who served with various medical
corps included:

Dr. Joseph Carroll, New Springs, Wigan, LOL No. 194 -
Army Medal Corps.

Frederick Wilding, Preston LOL No. 237 -
Naval Ambulance Corps.

Nurse Ruby Kirkwood, from Crumlin Road who served
in the Western General Hospital, Manchester.

Nursing Service Card belonging
to Ruby Kirkwood
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Extract from The Orange Standard.

Inscription on the Bible given to Samuel Mcllwrath
by the officers and members of LOL No. 671in
December 1914, before he left for the front.




Postcard image showing a UVF Hospital
Ward in Belfast. Private Collection.

Lady Bruce, President of the
Red Cross Auxiliary Hospital

Interior of the
Ulster Recreational Hut, 1917.

Sign above the door into the Ulster Recreational Hut. The facility
was funded by donations from the Orange Institution and
erected at the Red Cross Auxiliary Hospital, Nottingham.

Ulster Recreational Hut




Advert carried in
The Orange Standard in 1917

The First World War has been described as the first Total
War. Like many countries involved, the United Kingdom
mobilised every aspect of life in order to secure victory.

EGONOMIC PRODUCTION

In August 1914 the Government introduced the Defence
of the Realm Act. This allowed the Government to take
over railways, shipping, coalmines, and influence
manufacturing.

Production of items for the war drastically increased,
as did ways to reduce reliance on imported raw materials
and food stuffs.

The workforce involved in Industry and Agriculture
expanded. Essential or ‘protected’ jobs excluded many
individuals from direct military service but was an
important building block for the war economy. This was
the case, even after Conscription was introduced. The role
of women also drastically changed. With so many men

in the military, women flooded into the workplace. This,
coupled with the pre-war campaign for the right to vote,
did much to gain women greater equality in society.

RATIONING

As a consequence of the German U-boat campaign,
the Government encouraged farmers and landowners
to grow more food. Coupled with this was the
introduction of rationing to alleviate shortages of
imported goods such as sugar, tea, jam and butter.

GASUALTIES

The war impacted civilians to a greater extent and

scale than any previous conflict. From food shortages,
recruitment, propaganda campaigns and attacks,
civilians were directly and indirectly affected by the war.
This was especially true for civilians caught up in the
midst of war on mainland Europe and the Middle East.

Image of UVF Nurses working in Clifton Street
Orange Hall during the war. Private Collection.
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AWorld War | Royal Flying Corp plane.

The leading Irish Air Ace during the war was George McElroy, M.C.,
D.F.C., from Donnybrook in County Dublin. He recorded 47 victories
before being killed by ground fire on 31July 1918.

HMS Hibernia. Hibernia was one of the first
Naval ships converted to carry aircraft.
Wikimedia Commons.



AGerman Airship known as a Zeppelin.

Wikimedia Commons.
‘A German Zeppelin ‘taking off’. Airships like this
were used for reconnaissance and bombing.
Wikimedia Commons.

FROM THE SKY

hose on the ground were equally at risk of aerial attack
during the war, as the fate of Corporal John Gilmour Magee
SITHMIELD of Orritor LOL No. 686 testifies;

Wikimedia Commons.

Dear liadam,

In reply to your letter dated 8th liay 1918,

I regret to inform you that your son 29112
Corporal J G llagee was killed in action on the
22 lMarch 1918.

He had been on duty in the front line with a

few more of his chums and had just finished his

tour, when an enemy aeroplane came over the
trench, firing its machine gun and he was killed

E|VIl|AN ATIAEKS instantly and buried the same evening in the
British cemetery close by. I may say that the

On 21 December 1914 the first German cemetery I speak of is now in enemy lines.

Air raid took place on mainland

Britain. On this occasion a German

Bomber attacked the town and port of

Dover, but little damage was caused.

The following month, 20 people were

killed when a German Zeppelin

targeted East Anglia.

Dear ladam, it is really very unfortunate that
the sad affairs I write about should be executed
by myself for Corporal llagee was a particular
friend of my own, and was well respected by
officers and men of his Company and had been
mentioned several times for his bravery and was
a thorough soldier, so I may say he was sadly
missed by all who knew him. Therefore Tear

HMS Benbow experimenting with a lladam, our sincere sympathy goes out to you,

Kite Balloon, 1916. Wikimedia C
oon media commons on your sad bereavement.

Yours sincerely P Lambe, QS Sgt.

Airships were one of the new weapons that
appeared during the war.



HMS Hawke. Wikimedia Commons.

Henry Kane and his wife Sarah, pictured in March 1917.

It was the development of large battleships, nicknamed
B e vl et e Dreadnoughts, that contributed to the arms race in
e the first decade of the Twentieth Century. The Royal Navy
quickly expanded in terms of ships and personnel.

During the War the Grand Orange Lodge of England
boasted that Orangemen were serving on every
battleship in the Royal Navy. This was no empty claim.
By May 1915 there were Orangemen or Orange lodges
operating on at least 55 ships in the Grand Fleet, with
many more members of naval units on land or the new
Royal Naval Division.

One of the first major naval losses of the war was
incurred by the Australian Navy. On 14 September 1914,
after being involved in the taking of Papua New Guinea,
Royal Australian Naval Submarine AETwas declared
lost during a patrol. The Watchman (NSW) reported on
11 February 1915 that 10 of the 35 crew members on
board had been members of the Orange Institution.
The wreck of AETwas only discovered in 2017 near the
Duke of York Islands.

EARLY LOSSES

On Monday 19 October 1914, Mary Jane, wife of

Robert Algie, received a telegram from the Admiralty
informing her that her husband had been lost at sea.
This painful news came only one week after Mary had
received a letter from Robert informing her that he was
safe and well. Robert had been in the Royal Naval
Reserve before the war and worked as a mechanic for
Messrs Freeland & Ferguson in Newtownards. At the
outbreak of hostilities, he was quickly mobilised and
allocated to HMS Hawke. Unfortunately, HMS Hawke was
torpedoed and sunk on 15 October 1914 in the North Sea.
As the telegram stated, Seaman Robert Algie was “not
amongst those who had been saved.” He was a member
of LOL No. 1055 and RBP No. 290.

Thiepval True Blues LOL No. 897
on board HMS Benbow.
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HMS Hampshire. Wikimedia Commons.

Members of Malta LOL
from HMS Concord.
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Image of a German U-Boat.
Wikimedia Commons.

Richard McMaw

Extract from The Orange Standard

[HOSE IN PERIL
ONTHE SER

T he war at sea took place right across the globe. One early
engagement happened at the Battle of Coronel off the
coast of Chile. The German and British Navies clashed with

HMS Good Hope and HMS Monmouth being sunk. Among those
lost were Bro. A. Taplin, Wales Loyal Orange Lodge No. 329 and
Bro. T. Hopton of Sons of William LOL No. 652 on HMS Good
Hope; and Bro. S.W. Airey of Garston True Blues LOL No. 64
serving on board HMS Monmouth.

With Orangemen serving on ‘every British battleship’ it was no
surprise that many saw action in the major naval engagements
of the war. An Orange Lodge operated on HMS Warspite which
was at the heart of the Battle of Jutland in May 1916 and it was
reported to the Grand Lodge of England that, although no
members were hurt during the battle, several items belonging
to the lodge, including the warrant, were damaged. In the same
battle an entire lodge was lost when HMS Defence was sunk.

Stoker Richard McMaw of Eden, Carrickfergus, was serving on
board HMS Queen Mary when she was sunk during the Battle of
Jutland. McMaw was a member of LOL No. 1544 and his children
were subsequently added to the roll of the Lord Enniskillen
Memorial Orphan Society.

The July edition of the Orange Standard 1916 reported that an
entire lodge had been lost with HMS Hampshire after it was
struck by a mine. The Minister of War, Lord Kitchener, also
drowned;

“Alarge number of brethren
were... on HMS Hampshire,
with Lord Kitchener,
when she went down.”
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HMS Monmouth

‘Members of the RNACD have a cup of teain a Yurt in Russia.

Centre s Bro. John MacFarlane, LOL No. 728.
Image copyright of Charles McConaghy.

John McGowan of LOL No. 145. Lost with the
sinking of SS Gretaston in 1917

Photograph of the SS Gretaston
prior to her sinking in November 1917.
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THE MERCHANT
NAVY

Q Merchant Navy became an important lifeline for many
European countries during the war.

The British Isles relied heavily on imports of food and raw material
from the Empire, Dominions and other countries. As the war
economy grew so did demand for more resources. The British
Navy was the largest in the World and was augmented by the
Merchant Navy. Many Orangemen from commercial seaports

like Larne, served in that vital arm of the war effort. Two examples
were Lieutenant James Canning and Stoker Hugh Purdy from

LOL No. 22.

Thousands served aboard ships that brought vital cargo to the
factories and tables of the country. Germany recognised the
importance of trying to stem this flow of supplies and quickly
embarked on an unrestrained U-boat campaign. Thousands of
tons of shipping were lost.

Like other restricted jobs, many Orangemen were among the
ranks of the Merchant Navy. William Henry Ryding of Strandtown,
Belfast, was Master of the SS Castlebar and member of LOL No.
1161. SS Castlebar was a cargo and transport ship that operated
between Scotland and Ireland. On 14 March while heading for
Limerick, she was lost; hit by either a torpedo or an enemy mine.

It was equally dangerous for those ‘civilian ships’ requisitioned
for war service. At the beginning of the war SS Minneapolis was
requisitioned to take some of the BEF to France. She continued
as a transport and supply ship until being sunk on 24 March 1916
near Malta. Amongst those who perished was Matthew Weir,

a member of Deramore Purple Star LOL No. 819 in Belfast.

Another example was that of Bro. John McGowan of LOL No. 745

in Portrush. Bro. McGowan had retired from the sea and settled in
Glasgow. With the outbreak of war, he felt it important to use his
skills to assist with the war effort. He re-joined the Merchant Navy,
serving on board the SS Gretaston. Sadly, the ship struck an
enemy mine while travelling between Glasgow and Ireland on

4 November 1917 with the loss of all hands.

Extract from the Northern Whig, 5 June 1918.



Official Programme of the
Military March Past, Belfast, November 1919.
Image courtesy of Mark Thompson.
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David Hutchinson’s Dead Man’s Penny. An Orangeman
from Cavan, David was killed on 18 September 1918
serving with the Canadian Expeditionary Force.

‘Rhineland’ Orange Membership
Certificate of James Jess, dated 25 April 1920.






REMEMBRANCE AND
COMMEMORATION

ver 900,00 British and Commonwealth soldiers died during the First World

War. This had a massive impact on communities across the World, from
hamlets in Ireland to farm stations in Australia. Just as the World had gone to War,
so, in November 1918, the World now found space to grieve.

The Orange contribution to the War had been glorious, selfless, honourable and
devastating. An estimated 200,000 Orangemen and Women had volunteered to
defend freedom and democracy. Many never returned home.

Such service and sacrifice became seared into the very fibre of the Orange
Institution worldwide. As soon as the war was over, the Orange Family was engulfed
by conflicting emotions of grief, pride, sorrow, loss and relief. This emotion lead

to an overwhelming sense that the immense sacrifice of these men and women
should never be forgotten. As in wider society, Memorial Rolls and Rolls of Honour

Orange Banner of Carmoney Memorial LOL No. 919, began to appear in Orange Halls and Lodge rooms from Brampton to Belfast.
depicting Bro. Lieutenant Lawford B. Campbell who was

killed on 1July 1916 at the Battle of the Somme.
In Canada, Australia and New Zealand, there was a drive by those Grand Lodges

to create some sort of central record of those who had served and those who had
paid the supreme sacrifice. In Great Britain and Ireland, Private and District Lodges
took the lead producing local Rolls of Honour, holding Church Services to mark the
sacrifice of their members or annual commemorative processions. Many of these
acts of commemoration and remembrance continue to this day.

Like so many others, however, many from the Orange Family who took partin
the war were reluctant to relive the carnage they had witnessed during battle,
and quietly took up their roles as valued members of society.

Cover image of the Grand Orange Lodge of

England Roll of Honour 1915, Remembering the fallen and looking after those who had been scarred by war;
those who had been bereaved; and the orphans of the conflict, occupied the
energies of many lodges. Some lodges were even renamed or formed by returning
veterans. One notable example is Thiepval Memorial LOL No. 1300 in Donegal.

Poppies blooming beside the
Ulster Tower near Thiepval
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Cars of the Royal Naval Armoured Car Service in the field.
Image copyright of Charles McConaghy.
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Members of the RNACD proudly stand in front of the
“Mountjoy’ armoured car somewhere in Russia.
Image copyright of Charles McConaghy.
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Photograph of the late David Russell who was a member
of the RNACD and Bangor Purple Star LOL.
Courtesy of David Wilsdon.

RNAS Badge.
‘ourtesy of Rev. Mervyn Gibson




1914 1918

AGM Stuart Brooker pictured at Irvinestown C of I, i ————————— . ——h—
Co. Fermanagh, with Antony Rose, 3 \ Y ]? l) ‘ fl (‘ ]?
former Area Supervisor, CWGC.
- g NI VLY i VI
3 i . - \ o
s AND

SACRIFICE

o

REMEMBRANCE o
COMMEMORATION

r I 1 he brutality and loss created by the First World War
would be reflected in how the conflict, and those who
served in it, would be remembered.

THE ORDER REMEMBERS

Across the World the Institution continues to mark the service
and sacrifice of so many of its members during the First World
War. This gratitude has been expressed in a variety of ways
down through the decades.

In the immediate aftermath of the war, lodges assisted those
families who had lost loved ones. Some children were placed
on the roll of the Lord Enniskillen Memorial Orange Orphan
heOrange memorit Society, while others were provided for by private lodges.
at Thiepval Just as War Memorials began to spring up in the years after
the Armistice, so memorials appeared in Orange Halls and
lodge rooms across the World. Indeed, 11 new Orange Halls,
built in the decades after 1918, were erected and dedicated as
Orange War Memorial Halls. They included Ballyrashane War
Memorial Orange Hall, Carrigans War Memorial Orange Hall,
Castlecatt War Memorial Hall, Castledawson Protestant War
Memorial Hall, Crumlin War Memorial Orange Hall, Fenagh
Memorial Orange Hall, Hydepark War Memorial Orange Hall,
Muckamore War Memorial Orange Hall, North Belfast
War Memorial Recreation Hall, Randalstown War
Memorial Orange Hall, Templepatrick War
Memorial Orange Hall and Tullylish Memorial
Orange Hall.

36th (Ulster) Division Memorial Lodge,
LOL No. 977 (1927)
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In 1991, Belfast Orangemen proposed the creation of a specific
Orange Memorial to commemorate those who had sacrificed
so much. Significant funds were raised, and an Orange
Memorial was established near the Ulster Tower Memorial at
Thiepval in France. Today the Thiepval Memorial Lodge takes
the lead in maintaining this memorial to the unparalleled
sacrifice of Orangemen and Women, from around the World,
during the First World War.

The War Memorial from the
old Downpatrick Orange Hall.






