
This exhibition aims to highlight the personal stories of 

Orangemen who served in all theatres of the War, protecting 

freedom and democracy. Like their fathers before them who 

served during the Great War, many could not have expected 

the carnage that they would witness. From the freezing 

waters of the Arctic Convoys, to the steaming Jungles of the 

Far East, thousands of Orangemen served in the ranks of the 

Allied Armies. Many did not return. 

Orangemen and women have never been found wanting 

in times of crisis and war. The minutes of Eldon LOL No. 7 

reflected the sentiments of many in September 1939 as 

the country, remembering the carnage of the Great War, 

prepared for what was to come.

After opening the meeting, the Worshipful Master, Captain T. H. 

Mayes, proposed the following resolution;

“The members of Eldon LOL VII reaffirm their loyalty to His Majesty 

King George VI in the present crisis and pledge themselves to use 

every effort to bring the war to a victorious conclusion…”

At 11.30 am on 3 September 1939, Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain 

announced to the Nation that a “state of war existed between the United Kingdom 

and Germany.” The mobilisation order for the United Kingdom was signed by a 

military staff officer from Ulster – Ballycarry native son, General Sir James Stuart 

Steele.  World War II became the most devastating conflict ever seen. During six years 

of Total War over 50 million people, both combatants and civilians, lost their lives. 

ORANGE 
VOICES
FROM WORLD 
WAR II

1939 1945

The banner of 
Fermanagh & Tyrone 
United LOL No. 1367 
commemorates 
Lieutenant Julian Brooke 
and Lieutenant Henry 
Brooke M.C., the sons 
of Basil Brooke.

The tragedy of War would be felt in many communities. 

Social rank and status did not protect from loss. Future Prime 

Minister of Northern Ireland, Basil Brooke, would lose two 

sons in the fighting; Lieutenant Julian Brooke, Grenadier 

Guards KIA in 1943, and Lieutenant Henry Brooke M.C., 10th 

Hussars, KIA in 1945. They would later be commemorated on 

the banner of Fermanagh and Tyrone United LOL No. 1367. 

1

MOH Service Rollers AW.indd   1 13/09/2019   21:50



In 1939 he and a friend joined the Territorial Army, not only for 

the excitement but also because they got a free pair of boots! 

As the political situation deteriorated in Europe, Thomas was 

mobilised and deployed with the 8th (Belfast) Heavy Anti-

Aircraft Regiment, to protect the city. With the deployment 

of the British Expeditionary Force to France, Thomas and his 

comrades soon found themselves caught up in the ‘phoney 

war’, and then the mad dash to escaped German encirclement 

in France. 

In May and June 1940, thousands of Allied troops were 

evacuated from ports in France and Belgium. The 8th (Belfast) 

HAA was one of the few units to be evacuated from the port of 

Cherbourg, along with their weapons. Back in the UK they were 

deployed to protect Coventry and then London during the Blitz. 

At the beginning of 1942, the Regiment was redeployed to 

the Far East and would see action in several battles against 

the Japanese. It was during the Arakan campaign to push the 

Japanese from Burma that the force earned a fierce reputation 

for accuracy and gained the nickname ‘The Twelve Mile Snipers’. 

Thomas was finally demobilised in 1946. 

Like many old soldiers, he did not reveal much about his 

wartime exploits after he came home. One incident was, 

however, too good, not to retell. As the war was drawing to a 

close, he and his fellow Orangemen celebrated the Twelfth 

of July in the Jungle. They got local women to make them 

collarettes, erected an Orange arch and held their own parade! 

It was a little taste of home amidst the chaos of war.

Thomas Anderson was born in 1908 and grew up in Belfast. His parents lived 

in Londonderry before moving to Belfast to find work. Like many Protestant 

families that moved to that booming industrial city, they were steeped in the 

Orange Tradition and attended the Twelfth celebrations every year. Thomas 

was a skilled craftsman and made a wooden King William for the top of the 

Orange Arch in Hanna Street. As a talented musician, Thomas joined Duncairn 

Flute band. This passion for music would remain with him throughout his life. 

SERVED WITH:	 8th	(Belfast)	Heavy	Anti-Aircraft	Regiment.

THEATRE:	 British	Isles,	Europe	and	the	Far	East.

LODGE:	 LOL	No.	1947.

THOMAS
ANDERSON

FROM DECLARATION
TO  ARMISTICE

ON HIS  MAJE S T Y ’S  S E RVICEWW2

1939 1945

Thomas and Mary Anderson with their son, James.

8th (Belfast) Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment 
Memorial LOL in Burma, 1945.

Thomas Anderson appeared on Blue Peter in the 1970s 
with figures he made from Plasticine.
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After his recovery, he was promoted to Lieutenant in the 

Royal Naval Reserves and served in convoys across the 

Mediterranean. On a convoy heading to Malta his ship was 

attacked by a U-Boat and he was fortunate to be rescued by 

an escorting destroyer.

While on the American ship Ohio he manned a machine gun 

and shot down three enemy planes, and he was once again 

wounded by shrapnel. After this Robb joined convoys that were 

en route to Russia. On one of these journeys he witnessed a 

Russian plane crash into the freezing sea, with the pilot stuck 

in the plane. Robb dived into the icy waters and cut the pilot 

free. For his efforts, he was awarded the Order of the Red Star 

by Russia.

Robb’s next adventure was to end in tragic circumstances. 

On an Atlantic convoy, his ship was torpedoed and sank with 

no help nearby. The survivors made it to a life raft and were 

adrift for six weeks before being rescued. By the time they were 

rescued, 12 of the original 15 survivors had perished. Robb never 

forgot the agony of watching his fellow shipmates die. He went 

on to be a very highly decorated soldier earning such medals 

as the Croix de Lorraine, the Polish Cross of Valour and the 

American Bronze Star.

After the end of WWII in 1945, Robb married an Ulster girl and 

joined LOL No. 580 in Belfast. He went on to have a prominent 

role in Orangeism throughout the UK and further afield. He was 

Honorary Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Orange Lodge of 

Scotland and was awarded an M.B.E.

George Robb was born in Berwick-on-Tweed in Northumberland in 1921. At 16 

he joined the Merchant Navy. One of the first ships that he was stationed on 

was the liner Moron, where he became First Wireless Officer. By the outbreak 

of WWII, Robb was 18 years old and serving on a salvage tug. His boat was one 

of those that helped evacuate troops from the beaches at Dunkirk, and, on the 

return to England, Robb’s boat was hit, and he was wounded by shrapnel.

Royal	Naval	Reserves.

George	Medal;	Atlantic	Star	and	bar;	American	
Bronze	Star;	Polish	Cross	of	Valour;	Order	
of	the	Red	Star	(Russia);	Cross	of	Lorraine;	
1939-45	Star;	African	Star;	Pacific	Star;	
Italian	Star;	Defence	Medal;	Service	Medal.

LOL	No.	580	in	Belfast	No.	6	District;	LOL	
No.	96	Beith,	Scotland;	Honorary	Deputy	Grand	
Master	of	the	Grand	Orange	Lodge	of	Scotland.	

GEORGE
ROBB M.B.E.

THE WAR
AT SEA

ON HIS  MAJE S T Y ’S  S E RVICEWW2

1939 1945

SERVED WITH;

AWARDS:

LODGE:

SERVED WITH;

AWARDS:

LODGE:

George Robb wearing 
his service medals

George Robb’s Travelling Certificate from 
The Pride of William LOL No. 96.
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Kane was on leave when hostilities began and was immediately 

recalled for duty, first serving on HMS Vivid then HMS Rinaldo 

where he was wounded in shelling off the Belgian coast. 

Following his recovery, he was posted to HMS Vivid followed by 

HMS Lion where he was promoted to Ordinary Signalman on 

his 18th Birthday. After this, he was again transferred to the ship 

HMS Attack which participated in the Battle of Jutland in 1916.

On leave in 1917, Henry Kane married his childhood sweetheart 

Sarah McCann. When he returned to duties he served in 

convoys in the Atlantic and Mediterranean seas. After the end 

of WWI, Kane saw action on board HMS Vanoc, which was 

posted to aid the Baltic States in their fight against Russian 

Bolshevism. Kane was discharged from service in 1920 and 

returned home. However, the day after his arrival home he 

enlisted in the Royal Fleet Reserve, with which he remained for 

the rest of his life.

During the inter-war years, he worked for the Portadown 

Gas Company. Kane and his wife Sarah had two children, 

Jimmy in 1919 and Vera in 1927. He joined LOL No. 322 in 1928, 

transferring from LOL No. 99. When WWII broke out in 1939, 

he was called up and posted to the HMS Drake at Devonport, 

Devon but transferred to the HMS Eclipse. Kane was later 

transferred to the HMS Cape Howe, a “Q” ship disguised as 

a merchant naval ship to fool both the U- Boats and the 

German Navy.

On the 21 June 1940, she was hit by a torpedo from a German 

U- Boat and sank. Henry was injured in the head and chest 

in the torpedo attack. The men on board evacuated the ship 

with Kane on a stretcher. He died of wounds and exposure a 

day after evacuation. His fellow shipmates buried his body at 

sea and were eventually picked up by a French steamer bound 

for Britain.

Henry Kane was born on 19 May 1897 in Portadown, Co. Armagh, Ireland. 

Both his parents died when he was young and Henry, along with three 

siblings, was sent to other families in Portadown to be taken care of. He was 

firstly taken care of by W.D. Irwin of Irwin’s Bakery, then went to stay with his 

uncle, John Rowland. In 1912, at the age of 15, Henry gained permission from 

his uncle to enlist in the Royal Navy as a Boy Second Class ‘Bluejacket’. 

HENRY
KANE

ON THE HIGH SEAS 
FOR TWO WORLD WARS

ON HIS  MAJE S T Y ’S  S E RVICEWW2

1939 1945

The	Royal	Navy.

Killed	in	Action,	21	June	1940.

43.

LOL	No.	99;	transferred	to	
Edenderry	LOL	No.	322	in	1928.

SERVED WITH:

DATE OF DEATH:

AGE:

LODGE:

Henry Kane in 1940 with his son 
Jimmy who served with the RAF.

Henry Kane with his wife Sarah and son Jimmy in 1919.
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Graham Thompson Lyall was born on 8 March 1892 in Manchester, England. 

He studied mechanical engineering and immigrated to Canada in 1912, settling 

in Welland, Ontario before moving to Chippawa, where he was employed by the 

Canadian Niagara Power Company in Niagara Falls. 

After the outbreak of war in 1914, Lyall enlisted with the 19th Lincoln Regiment 

in St. Catherine’s, Ontario. While stationed at St. Catherine’s he joined LOL No. 

720. In September 1915, Lyall was accepted into the 81st Battalion, Canadian 

Expeditionary Force and sailed for England with his battalion in May 1916. 

Once there, he entered Officer training school. 

COLONEL 
GRAHAM 
THOMPSON 
LYALL V.C.

CANADIAN VALOUR 
AND SERVICE

ON HIS  MAJE S T Y ’S  S E RVICEWW2

1939 1945

19th	Lincoln	Regiment,	Ontario;	81st	Battalion,	
Canadian	Expeditionary	Force;	4th	Canadian	
Mounted	Rifles;	102nd	(North	British	Columbia)	
Battalion,	C.E.F.;	3rd	A.A.	Division	Workshop	
Company,	Royal	Army	Ordinance	Corps.	

SERVED WITH:

‘THE TUNNEL 
KING’
Flight Lieutenant Clarke Wallace Floody enlisted in 

the Royal Canadian Airforce at the outbreak of war. 

In 1941 his Spitfire was shot down over France and he 

was captured and sent to a succession of Prisoner of War 

camps, eventually ending up at Stalag Luft III near Zagan 

in Poland. It was here that Wally employed his pre-war 

mining skills to dig escape tunnels. The largest escape 

was immortalised in the 1963 film The Great Escape, 

where the character played by Charles Bronson was 

inspired by Wally, who was a technical advisor to the 

director. Wally was a member of Imperial LOL No. 2767. 

On graduation, Lieutenant Lyall was posted to the 102nd (North 

British Columbia) Battalion, C.E.F. This battalion took part in the 

Battle of Ypres (1917) and the Battle of Amiens (1918). He was 

awarded his V.C. in 1918 ‘for most conspicuous bravery and skilful 

leading during the operations north of Cambrai’. 

Lyall was presented with his Victoria Cross by King George in 

1919. The following month he married Elizabeth Moffatt Frew and 

settled in Airdrie, Scotland. Throughout the inter – war years, 

Lyall worked for a construction company. On the outbreak of 

WWII in 1939, he joined the 3rd A.A. Division Workshop Company, 

Royal Army Ordnance Corps. In 1941, he was promoted to Colonel 

and served in North Africa. Graham Lyall died of a heart attack. 

on 28 November 1941 in North Africa and is buried in Halfaya 

Sollum Cemetery, eleven miles from the Libyan border.

Wally Floody, chief 
planner and engineer of 
The Great Escape from 
Stalag Luft III in 1944.

5

MOH Service Rollers AW.indd   5 13/09/2019   21:50



In December 1939, Foote joined the Canadian Army and was 

posted to The Royal Hamilton Light Infantry (Wentworth 

Regiment). On 19 August 1942 his regiment was in the thick 

of the fighting as part of the abortive Dieppe Raid. Operation 

Jubilee, as it was properly called, was supposed to demonstrate 

that Allied forces could take and hold a port on the French 

coast. It was a disaster, with over half the landing force being 

killed or captured. Foote demonstrated tremendous courage 

under fire, attaching himself to a First Aid Post and rescuing 

wounded soldiers under constant fire from the enemy. When 

orders came to retreat, Foote volunteered to stay behind to 

minister to the wounded and those who could not escape. 

Part of his citation reads;

“On several occasions this officer had the opportunity to 

embark but returned to the beach as his chief concern was 

the care and evacuation of the wounded. He refused a final 

opportunity to leave the shore, choosing to suffer the fate of 

the men he had ministered to for over three years.”

Captain Foote would remain with his men as a Prisoner of War 

until 5 May 1945. He remained with the army until 1948, earning 

the rank of Major. After the war he entered politics and became 

a member of the Legislative Assembly of Ontario, a position 

he held until retirement in 1957. In 1964 he was appointed 

Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel of his old Regiment. 

John Weir Foote was born in Madoc, Ontario on 5 May 1904 and went on to be 

educated at the University of Western Ontario, Queen’s University in Kingston 

and at the Presbyterian College and McGill University in Montreal. In 1934 

he became a Presbyterian Minister and went on to serve congregations in 

Fort-Coulonge, Quebec and Port Hope, Ontario. In that year he also joined 

Fraserville LOL No. 46. 

HONORARY 
CAPTAIN 
JOHN WEIR 
FOOTE V.C.

FAITH AMIDST 
THE FIREFIGHT

ON HIS  MAJE S T Y ’S  S E RVICEWW2

1939 1945

Canadian	Army;	The	Royal	Hamilton	Light	
Infantry	and	the	Canadian	Corps	of	Chaplains.	

Victoria	Cross.

LOL	No.	46,	Fraserville.

SERVED WITH:

AWARDS:

LODGE:

Canadian wounded and abandoned Churchill tanks 
after the Dieppe Raid in August 1942. Courtesy of 
Bundesarchive, the German Federal Archives. 
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1939 1945

While serving as a Commando, Brodison aided partisans in 

Yugoslavia in the country’s struggle against a Nazi supported 

puppet regime. His efforts in Yugoslavia were so well 

documented that he was known in the country as ‘Stari Vojnik’ 

or ‘The Fearless One!’

Samuel Brodison went on to land behind enemy lines no fewer 

than sixteen times and was Mentioned in Despatches for his 

daring efforts. Brodison also took part in a reconnaissance 

mission on the 17 May near Calais, France. His unit’s objective 

was to observe the enemy’s beach obstacles in advance of 

the D-Day landings on 6 June 1944. This operation was of the 

highest importance and of an extremely hazardous nature, 

involving as it did, a three-mile approach to a heavily defended 

enemy coastline by night. For this action, Brodison was awarded 

the Military Medal. After the end of WWII, he returned to Ulster. 

In 1959 he was a Sergeant Instructor in the Ulster Special 

Constabulary.

Samuel James Brodison was born in January 1914. He was a member of 

Newmills LOL No. 183 and RBP No. 1147 Bloomhill Olive Branch of Peace. 

In 1939, Brodison joined the Royal Irish Fusiliers (Princess Victoria’s). 

He eventually went on to serve in 10 Commando attached to 12 Commando 

(A Troop) and obtained the rank of Company Sergeant Major.

SAMUEL 
BRODISON M.M.

COMMANDO
ELITE

ON HIS  MAJE S T Y ’S  S E RVICEWW2

Royal	Irish	Fusiliers	(Princess	Victoria’s);	
Holding	Operational	Commando;	10	Commando	
attached	12	Commando	(A	Troop).

Military	Medal,	Mentioned	In	Despatches.

Newmills	LOL	No.	183.

SERVED WITH:

AWARDS:

LODGE:

Samuel Brodison (back row, left) with members of 12 Commando.

Royal Marine Commandos with Yugoslavian Partisans in 1944. 
Courtesy of the National Army Museum.
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1939 1945

Major Hynds was dropped behind enemy lines on the 5 June 

1944 to pave the way for the D-Day landings of the 6 June 1944. 

After the D-Day landing, with little regard to his personal safety, 

he exposed himself to artillery fire to encourage his men and to 

aid in the evacuation of the wounded.

Further, on the 7 June, Hynds assisted in the evacuation of 

wounded men from an aid post at Longueval. He did not seek 

safety until all his men and wounded had been evacuated. 

For his actions, Hynds received the Military Cross and was 

Mentioned in Despatches in 1944.

Prior to his military service, Hynds had been a member of Blue 

Banner LOL No. 1942, Belfast District No. 1, and later of Fernhill 

Temperance LOL No. 1338 in Belfast District No. 2. During his 

service in Hong Kong he was a member of Star of the East LOL 

No. 802 and was Worshipful Master for a period.

After the end of WWII, Hynds returned to Ulster and was a 

founding member of Cross of St. Patrick LOL No. 688. In due 

course, Hynds became a Deputy Grand Master of the Grand 

Orange Lodge of Ireland. He died on 16 July 1983.

Frederick Robert Armstrong Hynds was born in Belfast on 26 January 1903. At the 

age of 20 he joined the 1st Battalion, Royal Ulster Rifles. He progressed through 

the ranks quickly going from Lance Corporal to Sergeant in a few years and was 

variously stationed in Germany, Egypt and Hong Kong. At the outbreak of WWII 

in 1939, Hynds received his commission, which was a Lieutenancy ‘at sea’ and by 

1941 he had been promoted to Captain, further being promoted to Major in 1944.

AIRBORNE
HEROICS

MAJOR 
FREDERICK 
ROBERT 
ARMSTRONG 
HYNDS M.C.

ON HIS  MAJE S T Y ’S  S E RVICEWW2

1st	Battalion,	Royal	Ulster	Rifles.

Military	Cross;	Mentioned	In	Despatches.

Blue	Banner	LOL	No.	1942;	Fernhill	Temperance	
LOL	No.	1388;	Star	of	the	East	LOL	No.	802;	
Cross	of	St.	Patrick	LOL	No.	688;	Deputy	Grand	
Master,	Grand	Orange	Lodge	of	Ireland.	

SERVED WITH:

AWARDS:

LODGE:

Photograph taken in 1936 of Star of the East LOL No. 802, 
which met in Hong Kong.
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1939 1945

In India, they were stationed at Secunderabad. During this 

time, Livingstone was promoted firstly to Regimental Sergeant 

Quarter Master then to Regimental Sergeant Major. Also, 

during this time, many men left the unit for jungle warfare in 

Burma. Livingstone followed suit and joined his battalion in 

Burma in 1943. He was recommended for the Military Cross by 

Major W.P. Scott who said that “throughout the campaign, his 

courage, bearing and endurance have been of a high order and 

inspiration to British, Burmese and Gurkha ranks alike.”

Livingstone returned to India injured and spent a long time 

recuperating in hospital. After his stay in hospital, Livingstone 

and his battalion were stationed in Karachi (in modern day 

Pakistan). At the end of WWII Livingstone was offered the 

position of Captain if he stayed in the army. He declined this offer 

and returned home to Ulster to be with his wife and family.

William Livingstone enlisted in the Royal Ulster Rifles on the 24 March 1930. 

His early service years took him to places such as Palestine, Egypt and Hong 

Kong. While serving in Hong Kong, he joined Star of the East LOL No. 802. 

After his stay in Hong Kong, Livingstone was posted to India and returned 

home to the United Kingdom via Bombay. In 1940, Livingstone was stationed 

in Wales but in 1941 his battalion prepared for overseas duties and sailed 

from Liverpool to India.

SERVED WITH:	 77th	Indian	Infantry	Brigade.

AWARDS:	 Military	Cross.

LODGE:	 Star	of	the	East	LOL	No.	802	Hong	Kong.

WILLIAM 
LIVINGSTONE 
M.C.

THE FAR
EAST

ON HIS  MAJE S T Y ’S  S E RVICEWW2

FAST FACT
WITNESS TO SURRENDER
Cecil Reid, a member of Young Men’s Christian Total 

Abstinence LOL No. 747, enlisted in the Royal Air Force 

Regiment in June 1940 and was quickly deployed to the 

Far East. Initially he was part of the garrison in Ceylon but 

it was in Burma where he witnessed heavy fighting as 

his regiment was responsible for defending precarious 

airfields against Japanese attack; “As soon as the army 

took an airfield we jumped onto it and held it.” In 1945 

Cecil witnessed the arrival of senior Japanese Military 

Officials to surrender their forces in Burma. 

A photograph taken by Cecil Reid of Japanese military 
officials arriving in Burma to surrender.

Jewel presented to William Livingstone by members 
of Star of the East LOL No. 802, Hong Kong.

This collarette belonged to Jim Brennan, a 
Sergeant in the 8th (Belfast) Heavy Anti-Aircraft 
Regiment, 22nd Battery, who served in Burma. 
The Orange collarettes were made by the local 
‘Dorsi Wallah’ women stitchers who were normally 
employed to do all the sewing and mending of 
Army clothing.  The ‘LOL 1868’ embroidered 
in purple was the lodge number of Sergeant 
Brennan’s home lodge in Whiteabbey, Co. Antrim.

Cecil Reid at a 
Scottish tea planter’s 
home in Ceylon.
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1939 1945

HEROES
TO A MAN

Photograph of James Molyneaux, 
Baron Molyneaux of Killead, who 
served with the RAF during WWII. 
He was a member of Ballynadrenta 
LOL No. 1059. 

At least three Orangemen were among the first to witness the 

horrors of the concentration camps. John Edwin Roberts, Royal 

Ulster Rifles, and James Molyneaux, Royal Air Force, came 

face to face with one of the awful aspects of the Nazi regime, 

an aspect of inhumanity that no training could have prepared 

them for. 60,000 people had been murdered in Bergen-Belsen 

concentration camp, and many would still succumb to awful 

conditions despite liberation on 15 April 1945.  

John Edwin Roberts would emigrate to Canada after the war 

and was a member of LOL No. 341. James Molyneaux would 

enter Ulster politics, becoming an MP and leader of the Ulster 

Unionist Party. He served as Sovereign Grand Master of the 

Royal Black Institution and was appointed Lord Molyneaux 

of Killead. 

Teddy Dixon, who served with the 42nd Rainbow Division, 

7th US Army, was one of the first soldiers to enter the infamous 

Dachau Concentration Camp. The scene was horrific;

“I was one of the first 12 soldiers to enter 
the gates of Dachau camp on April 29 and 
can still see the bodies in my mind’s eye…
The dead were lying everywhere and 
the smell was indescribable…We found 
one man who had been left for dead in 
a carriage but was still alive and we got 
him some medical attention. We gave our 
rations to as many of those who could eat 
but it was too late for several who died in 
front of our eyes.”

WITNESSES TO MAN’S 
INHUMANITY TO MAN

Apron, RBP certificate and Worshipful 
Master’s collarette which belonged to 
John Edwin Roberts.  Originally from 
Belfast, Roberts served with the Royal 
Ulster Rifles. Later in life he emigrated to 
Canada, where joined LOL No. 341.

Ceramic telegraph insulator from 
Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp. 
While serving with the Royal Air Force, 
James Molyeaux was involved in the 
liberation of this Concentration Camp 
in April 1945.

Teddy Dixon, a Belfast man, served with the 
42nd Rainbow Division of the US Army.
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1939 1945

LOYAL OPERATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE

A SASH 
‘TAKES OFF’
The Belfast Newsletter records that an Orange Sash 

was presented to the members of the RAF’s only Ulster 

Squadron at a special gathering of the squadron on 

12 July 1944. This squadron was part of Coastal 

Command and had a diverse membership from 

Australia, New Zealand, Rhodesia, Cyprus, Canada, 

South Africa, Fiji and, of course, Northern Ireland. 

SASH SAVED 
AT DUNKIRK
In late May 1940, as Allied forces waited to be evacuated 

from Dunkirk, a young soldier, Samuel Paterson from 

Glasgow, took cover from German machine guns. As he 

and his comrades sheltered under a lorry, he noticed an 

Orange Sash under another lorry some distance away. 

Under enemy fire and ignoring shouts from his superiors, 

young Paterson ran over and retrieved the Sash. “To get 

that sash was worth it all...” he told his commanding officer. 

The sash was later returned to LOL No. 1955 in Belfast. 

ULSTER’S 
MONUMENTS 
MAN
Teddy Dixon from Belfast was an unlikely candidate 

for the American Army, but, by 1944, he would end up 

serving with the 42nd Rainbow Division as part of the 

US 7th Army. At the outbreak of War Teddy was working 

as a baker and volunteered as an Air Raid Precautions 

Officer during the Belfast Blitz of 1941. However, by 1944 

he found himself in the US Army. The reason was that 

Teddy’s parents had briefly moved to New York where 

Teddy was born before their return to Belfast. After 

D-Day in 1944 he, like thousands of other US Citizens 

living abroad, was called up to serve.  

On 9 May 1945, Sergeant Dixon’s unit was in the Salzburg 

region of Austria when they intercepted Hitler’s deputy – 

Hermann Goering. They soon learned that thousands of 

pieces of looted art were being stored nearby and raced 

to find the stolen artwork before it was destroyed. Local 

Salt Mines had been ordered to destroy the hoard, but 

Teddy and his comrades were able to secure the Salt 

Mines before this could happen. 

ORANGEMAN 
‘BLESSED’ BY 
THE POPE
In 1944, after the Germans fled Rome, Pope Pius XII 

extended an invitation to soldiers from Irish Divisions 

to meet him in Vatican City. While most were of course 

Roman Catholic, at least one Orangeman was in 

attendance, wearing his regalia below his uniform – 

a Sergeant-Major in the London Irish!

PRACTICAL
HELP
In July 1940 the Association of Loyal Orangewomen 

of Ireland and the Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland 

presented two Ambulances for the war effort. 

THE HEAT OF 
BATTLE
William ‘Billy’ Cooke enlisted as a wireless operator in 

the Royal Navy at the age of 17 in 1943. Over the next two 

years he would see action in East Asia, the Pacific and the 

waters around the British Isles. In June 1944 he took part 

in no fewer than seven crossings of the English Channel 

during the D-Day landings. He summed up the experience 

of many – “Between big ships firing and aircraft, I didn’t 

know what was going on. I was just sitting there with 

my earphones on me.” He was a member of Tullyvallen 

Guiding Star Temperance LOL No. 630.  

POLITICIANS AT WAR
Two leading politicians from Eldon LOL No. 7 would 

become footnotes in the history of the conflict. John 

Dermot Campbell MP, Deputy Flax Controller for Northern 

Ireland, was Killed In Action in 1945 when the aircraft he 

was travelling in crashed into the Adriatic Sea.

Sir Douglas Savory, MP for Queen’s University, Belfast was 

appointed as British Special Investigator into the Katyn 

Massacre of Polish soldiers, politicians and thinkers - by 

the Russian Secret Police - in 1940.

ULSTER’S HOME GUARD
In Northern Ireland, the Ulster Special Constabulary made 

up the majority of the Home Guard. Many Orangemen 

found themselves fulfilling this dual role during the war. 

One such member was Victor McCausland from LOL No. 

937 in County Tyrone.

THE BLITZ
During World War II civilian populations across the 

Globe were subject to hardship, terror and death. Life 

and property were at risk. Pictured is a souvenir Ulster 

Solemn League and Covenant that was damaged 

during the Belfast Blitz of 1941.
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1939 1945

Cecil Newell from Annalong enlisted in the army in 1940, initially being 

attached to the Artillery before his move to the Parachute Regiment. His war 

would be an eventful one as part of this new Airborne arm of the British Army. 

Over the next few years he saw action in North Africa, Sicily, and Normandy. 

In 1944 he was part of the 2nd Parachute Regiment that was deployed 

to Arnhem as part of Operation Market Garden. Cecil was part of a small 

number of men who made it through the German lines and captured one end 

of Arnhem bridge, the finale of Montgomery’s masterplan to outflank the 

Germans in northern Europe and invade the Rhine, thus shortening the war.

CECIL
NEWELL

A BRIDGE
TOO FAR!

ON HIS  MAJE S T Y ’S  S E RVICEWW2

40th	Artillery	and	2nd	Battalion,	
the	Parachute	Regiment.

Recommended	for	Military	Medal.

Brunswick	LOL	No.	702,	Founder	member	
Brunswick	Accordion	Band.

SERVED WITH:

AWARDS:

LODGE:

FAST FACT
WILLIAM OF ORANGE 
AT ARNHEM?!

William of Orange was a male war pigeon used by the British 

forces during the Battle of Arnhem in 1944. At the start of 

the battle it was discovered that many of the radios taken 

by the airborne soldiers would not work. Consequently, 

they were forced to rely on pigeons to communicate with 

other units. At 10:30am on 19 September, William of Orange 

was released to return to England with a vital message. He 

covered the 400km in record time and arrived in his nest 

box at 4.55pm. The message delivered saved the lives of 

2,000 soldiers, and William of Orange became the 21st 

recipient of the Dickin Medal.

Cecil Newell served 
with 40th Artillery 
and 2nd Battalion, the 
Parachute Regiment.

For four days this small group of brave soldiers held off much 

superior German forces. Cecil described the scene; 

“I was exposed nearly all the time, and the bullets were flying 

everywhere.”

Cecil and his fellow paratroopers held out as long as possible, 

using machine guns, rifles and a small number of handheld 

anti-tank weapons against an armoured German Division. 

Eventually, they were forced to surrender. One of Cecil’s 

most abiding memories was scampering up and down the 

embankment beside the bridge to supply machine guns with 

ammunition. He was under constant fire from the enemy and 

was considered for a Military Medal for his actions. 

Cecil became a Prisoner of War in Czechoslovakia until his camp 

was liberated in 1945. After the war he continued to serve in the 

Ulster Special Constabulary and upon its stand down, joined the 

Ulster Defence Regiment. 
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